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Frem Onr Ipeclal Correspondent,

Barrur-rierp or SmaRPERTRO, ;
Wednesday evenlng, Sept. 17, 1681

Fierce and desperate buttle Letween 200,000 men
has raged gince daylight, yet night closes on an uus
sertuin fleld. It is the grestest fight since Water-
Yoo—&ll over the field coutested with an obstinacy
eqnal even to Waterloo,  If pot wholly a victory
w-night, T belicve it is the prelude to a victory to-
morrow, Bnt what cun be foretold of the futore of
s fight in whica from & in the woming till 7 st night
the best troops of the continent have fought witkout
decisive recult ]

I have no time for apecalation—oo time even to

fore batteries, this company loyally followed the law
of ita being, and came swiftly back without pursuit.

Artillery woa seot to the front, infantry was
rapidly deployed, and skirmishers weat out in frunt
and on either flauk, The corps moved forward com-
pactly, Hocker na ususl reconnoitering in person.
They came at last to &n open grasssown field in-
closed on two eides with woods, protected on tle
right by a bill, and entered throngh a corn fleld in
the rear. Skirmishers entering these woods were
inetantly met by Rebel sbots, Lt held their gronnd,
und ou soon ue supported advanced and cleared the
tiwber. Deyend, on the left sud in front, volleys of
mosketry opeved heavily, and » battle seemed to
hiave begun a little soouer than it was expected.

Qen. Hooker formed bis lines with precision and
without besitation. Ricketts's Division went into
the woods on the left in force, Meade, with the
Pevusylvania  Reserves, formed in the center.
Doulleday wna sent out on the right, planting bis
Lutteries on the Lill, and opening ut once on a Rebel
Lattery that began to enfilade the centrul lme. It
was alresdy durk, and the Rebel position could only
be discavered by the flushea of their gune, They
puehied forwerd boldly on the right, after losing
ground on the other flauk, but made no attempt to
reguin their fivst bold un the woods, The fight flushed,
and glimmered, wud faded, and finully went oul in
the durk,

1ooker had fonnd out what be wanted to know.
When the tiring coased the Losiile lnes lay close to
euch other—their pickets g0 pear thut six Rebels
were captured dnring the night, It wus inevitable
thatthe fight shonldrecommencs at daylight. Neither
side hud suffered considersble loss; it waa a skirmish,
not a Sattle, “We are through for kenight, gentle-
men,"” remarked the General, " bat -morrow we
fight the battie that will decide the fato of the
Ropublic,”

Not long sfter the firing eeasad, it sprang up again
ou the left. Gen. Hooker, who bad takea up his
liendguartars in & barn, which had been nearly the
focus of the Rebel nrtillery, wes out at once.  First
came rapid and nonsaally frequent picket shota, than
several boavy volleya, The Generul listened u
moment and smiled grimly. * We bave no troops
thers. The Rebels are shooting each other. 1iis
Fair Quka over kgain,” Bo everybudy lay down
wgnin, but all the uight through there were frequent
alirms,

MeCledlan had been informed of the night's work,

wus erdered to move his curje at ones, and wae ex-
pected to be on the ground at deylight, From the
extent of the Rebel lines developed in the evening,

but Manefield's troope eame back agsin, and their
General was mortally wounded. The left neverthe-
less was too extended to be tarued, and too strong
to be broken, Ricketts rent word be eonld not ad:
vance, but could bold bis ground. Doubleday bad
kept bis guna at work oo the right, and had finally
silenced a Robel buttery that for half an hoar had
poured in & galling enfllading fire along Hooker's
central line.

There were woods in front of Donbleday’s hill
which the Rebels beld, but so Jong as those guus
pointed that way they did not care to attuck. With
bis left then abie to tuke care of itself, with his right
impreguablo with two brigades of Mansfield still
fresh und coming rapidly up, and with Lis centera
second time vietorious, Gen, Hooker determined to
udvance. Orders were sent to Crawford and Gor-
don—the two Manafleld bhrigndes—to move directly
forward &t once, the batteries in Lo center were or-
dered on, the whole line was called on, and the
General himeell went forwurd.

To the right of the coru-field and beyond it wes &
poiot of woods, Once carried and firmly beld, it
was the key of the poeition, Heoker determined 1o
wake it.  He rode out in frout of his forthest troops

the top he dismounted und went forwarl on fuot,
complted his reconvoisance, returoed and re-
mounted. The musketry fire from the point of woods
{was nll the whils extremely Lot.  As he pnt Lis foot
|in the gtirrap & fresh volley of riflo bullete came
whizzing by. The tall soldierly figure of the Gen-
eml, the white bome which he rode, the elevated
placa where be was—all made him a most davger
ously conepicuous mark, 8o he bad been all day,
riding often without & etafl officer or un orderly
near him—all sent off on urgent duty—visible every-
where ou the fleld, The Hebel bullets had followed
Lim all day, but they bad not hit bim, and he wonld
not regard then, Remounting oo this hill he had
wot ridden five steps when he was struck in the foot
by u ball

Three men were shot down at tho same moment
by kis gide. The air was slive with Lolleta,  He
kept on Lis horsa for n fow moments, thongh the
wonnd was severs and excersively painful, snd
:wunld not dismonnt till be hud given bia last order
|10 wivance. Ie was himeelf in the very front.
;a‘m aying unstendily on his borse, be torwed in Lis
| ment to Jook about bim, “There is & regiment to the
|rgbit. Order it forward!  Cruwford god Gordon

and of the cortaintics awniticg the dawn., Summer |are eomiog up. Tell them to carry thwse woods and | oy wig sccomplished with no grent loss. Hohad

hold them—and it is our fight 1"

on u bill to exawine the ground for  battery. At

Freach sent word he eonld hold bis ground. Riche
ardeon, while grllntly leuding u regiment under a

with hie wingle corpe in front, both supporiing the
batteries and holding himeelf in reserve. With all
this § furee on the right, but 16,000 wmen

heavy fire, was evercly lod in the slould
Gen. Meagher was wounded ot the hosd of Ui biigs
ade. Theloss in genersl officery wiw bocomivg
frightful.

At l o'clock affairs on the right Lud a gloowy
leok, Hookers troops were greatly exbausted, aud
their General away from the field. Munsfield's
were no bettar, Bamner's command had lost heavi-
ly, bat two of his divisions were still comparatively
fresh, Artillery was yet playiog vigorously in frout,
though the ammncition of wany of the butteries
wras estirely exbausted, and they had been compelled
to retire,

Doubleday beld the right inflexitly. Eomuer’s
headqnarters were now in the narrow flald where,
the night before, 1looker bad bagnn tho fight. All
thiit bud been geined in frous bud been loet! The
ensmy's batteries, which if advanced and served
vigorously might bave made rad work with the
closely-muesed troops were fortunataly eithar par.
tial'y disublod or short of ammunition.  Sumner wis
confident that be could bold bis own; but suother
advence was out of the guestiou. The enemy ou
the other hand, seezed 1o be too much exhavsted to
sttack,

At this crisis Franklin came ap with freeh troops
wud formed on the left. Blooum, commanding oue
divisionof the corps, was sent forwurd wlong the
alopes lying under the first revges of Rebel bLille,
whie Bmith, commnnding the other division, was
ordered to retako the corn-fields wnd woods which
all duy bad been so bLotly contested, It was done
in the handsomest style. His Muine and Vermont
| regiments and the restwent forward on the ruo, wnd,
| cLecriog as they went, swept like an avalanche
| through the earn-Belds, fell upon the woods, elearsd
thew in ten minutes, and held therm. They were
pot aguin retaken.

The field and jta ghastly harvest which the reaper

Lad gatbered in those fatal honrs remuined finully
| with ue.  Four times it lind been lost and won. The
| dead wre strewn so thickly that as you ride over it |

you capnot guide your horse's stejs oo carclully.

Pale wpd Uloody facee are everywlhere upturmed,
| They s sad and terrible, butthere is nothing which
| makes one's Leart beat so quickly us the imploring
look of sorely wounded men who beckon wearily for
help which you cannot sty to give.

Gen. Swith's stisck was so sudden that his sac.

]
L

gained & point, however, which compellsd him to ex-

gotber details of the Lutle—only time o siate its it wes plain that thoy hid gathered their whole
broudest features—thor mount and spur for New- | aruy bolind tie bights and were waiting for the
York. sk,

After the Drilisut vietors near Middlotown, Gen. |  The battle began with the dawn. Moruliog found
MoClellan poshed forwerd Lis ermy rapidly, and | both armies just ao they bed slept, slmost closs
resched Koalyeville with three corps on Moudiy | cnongh to lock iuto esch others eyes. The left of
pight. Tha: march Les clrendy been descrited. Ou | Meude's reserves and the right of Rickette'a line
tre dny following the two armics fnced each other Lecame engaged nt nearly the seme moment, one
Idly, until night. Arillery was busy at intervals; | with artillery, the other with infantry. A buttery

ence ir the morniug opening with epicit, aod con- | was almost immediately pushed forward beyond |
| whole central lins which the men had hieard ordered hold bis position, but could not sdvance with hisown
| topof the slops where the corn-field begun.  On this

tioning for bulf an bour,with viger, ull the Kebel [ ihe contral woods, over 8 plowed field, nour the
battery, as usual, was silenced.
McClellan wes on the Lill whers Benjamin’s but-|open feld, in tne corn beyond, and in the woods |

tery wae staticnnd und found himself suddeniy nuder | Which etretched forward iuto tie Wwoad Golds, like &

a mtber beavy fre. It wos still uncerivin whether promoutory into the ocean, wers the Lardest wnd
the Rebels were retreating or re-enforving—their deadliest stroggles of the day.
batteries would rempin in position in either cuse, und ! For half go hoor after the battle bad grown to ite
aa they bad withdrawu nearly all their trooje frow | full strength, the line of fire swayed neither way.
view, thers was ouly the doubtful indicauca of Tlovker's men wers fully up to their werk, They
eolomus of dast 1o the rear. waw their Genern! everywhere in front, never away
On the evening of Tuesdey, Mooker wus ordersd | from the fire, and ull the troops belioved iu their
to cross the Autietsm Creek with bis corpe, snd, | communder, and fonght with a will, Two-thirde of
focling the Jeft of the enemy, to be ready to aitack | them were the same mwen who under McDowell bad
pext moruivg, During the day of apparent insctivity, broken at Mannpss, i
McClelian had besn matariog his plan of battle, of | The half Lour paseed, the Rebels began to give
which Hooker's movement was one development, | Wiy & little, ouly a little, but et the first indication
The position on either side wus peduliar. When of & receding fire, Forwanl, was the word, and on
Richardsou sdvancod ou Monday he found the enemy | weut the line with & cheor and a rash.  Tack acroe
deployed sod displayed in foree on s ¢ resant-shaped | the coru-field |h-nting dead and wounded bebind thens, |
1Mdge, the ontlioe of whieh followed wore or less | gver the fence, und seross the rowd, sud wien back
exactly tha eourse of Antietsr: Creek. Their lines | pnin into the dark woods which closed aronnd them,
were then forming, and the revelation of foree in | went the retreating Rebels
frout of the ground which they really intended tol  Mende und tis Pennrylvanisns followed hard and
bold, was probably meaut to de ay our sttack until | fust—followed il they came within easy rangs of
their arrungements (o receive it were complete. [the woods, wmong which they saw their boaten
During that day they kept their troops exposed and | enemy disopenring—followed atill, with saotlicr
&d not wove themn even to wvoid the ertillery fire, | eheer, und fung themecl vie ageiuat the cover,
which muat have been occnalonslly annoying. 'N-x: But out of thoee gloomy wools cume » denly
morning the lives and colamns which had darkened and heavily terrible volloys—volleys which smots,
eornficlds and Liil erests, had Leen witbdmwn, wnd Leet, and broke fn n moment that epger front,
DProlen sud wooded ground behind the sheltering | uf {hotled them swifily brek for balf the distanee
Rills concealed the Rebel mnses. What from our | they Lnd won. Not swifily, nor in pemde, any
frout leoked lite only & narrow summit fringed with
woods was & broad table-land of forest and ravinep| riowly BWHF—n roy
eover fortrooje everywhere, nowhere easy acooss hirdly & Lrignde where a whole division Lsd hrl‘ u,
for un enemy. Tae swoothly eloping surfuce in front | V.CLOrGus. They Lad met from the woods the fint
and the pweeping erencent of elowly minglivg Hoes volloys of mnsketry from fresh troopa—~had met them
was only & dolusion. It wis all a Tebal tronglcld | aud returned thom Gl thelr Voe had ylelded sud
beyoud. | gome down befors the weight of fire, and till their
Under the base of these hills raue the daep stream | ammunition Wis exhansted,
called Antietum Creck, forduble only at distane | In ten winutes tha furtune of the day seemed to
points.  Three bridges cross it, one on the Hagers- [ have changed—it was the Rebels now who were ad-
town road, one on the Slarpeburg pike, one to the | vaneing, pouring oat of the woude in emlT!:n Ium‘-,
el in a deep recess of steeply falling Lills, Hooker | sweeping through the corn-tield frh_:n w}nch their
pussed the first to rench the ford by which he crossed, | pomraden had just fled.  Mocke: sont in Lis nesiest
sod it wes Leld by Pleasanion with u rescrve of | brigade to meet thew, but it could uot do the work,
eavalry during the battle. The second was close un- e calld for azother. There wan notbing closs
dar the Rebel conter, sod no way lmportunt to yee- enoagh, unless he took it frow Lis right His rlg!‘:l.
terday’e fglt. At the third, Burneide altacked nndlmight be in danger if it was wenkeuoed, !aut Lis
Boully cr essd.  Detween the first and third lay | ecuter Was already threwtened with anuibilation,
gmost of the batile lines, They streichod four miles | Not hesitating one moment, Lo sent to Doubleday:
| * Give me your beot brigade intautly."”

from I'ig]al to left. ]
Unuided attack in front was impossible. McClel- | The beet brigade came down the hill to the right
o timber in front throogh

lav's forces Jay Lehind low, discounccted ridges, in | on the run, went through th
front of the Rebel snmmits, a)l or nearly all uo-|n ptorm of shot aud bursting shell and crinkiug
wouded, They gave some ocover for artillery, and | limbs, over the open field Leyond, und straight into
guns were therefore massed on the center. The | the corn-field, puesing as they went the fragmenta of
euemy lad the Shephordstown rond und the Hugere- | tiee Lrigudes shatiored by the Kebel tire, snd
tows aud Williamsport road both open 1o Lim in | sreswing to the rear They passed by Hooker,
pear for retrent, Alung one or the other, if beaten, | whors cyen livhted as Lo saw these veteran troops
be must fly. This, among other rensons, delermived, |led by n soldier vehom Ly know he could trust. *'1
pertaps, the plun of battle which MeClellan fnally | think they will hold it,"” be suid,
resulved oo, | Qen. Hartstaff took his troops very steadily, Lot
The plun wes generally as follows: Hooker wen | now that they were ander fire, not burriedly, up the
80 croew on Whe right, establish Limselfon the coemy’s | Lill from which the corn-field begins to descend, wud
Seft if pomible, flanking his position, aud to open the | formed them on the erest. Not s msn who wes uot
Bght. Sumner, Frazklin, and Munsfleld were 10 | in full view-—uot one who beut befure the storin.
pend their foreen ulso to the right, co-operalig with | em at will
and susiaioing Hooker's atack wiilo sdvincing slio line
pearer tho center, The Leavy work in the eenter | crowned the Ll wnd st 4 out durkly sgeiue the
was loft mostly tothe battarics, Porter maasing his eky, but lghted and ahrouded ever i flume and
Jufuniry supperts in the hollows, Oa the left urn- | smoks, There were the i2th and 13th Muscachu-
side was to cerry the bridge wlrondy referred to, wl- l et i ind snother regiment which 1 ewunot remeui-
waacing then by & rosd which enters the pike nt hor—old troops all of them.
Bharpebarg, turning st once the Reled left fluuk and | There for hulf an hous they lLeld the ridge un-
destroying hisline of retreat,  Porterund 8yles were | yieloing in parpose, exbauitlon in conrage. There
held in reverve. It iz obvious thil the complete ruc- | wore gaps in the line, bat it nowhere quailsd,
eess of a plan contemplating widely divergent move- | Their Genoral woa wounded badly ently in the fight,
menta of eepurate corps, must lergely depend on | Lat they fought on, Their supporta did not come—
securats timing, that the attucks should be simuliane- | they determived to win without them. They began
ous and not pucceseive, 1o ;"*l down the Lill and into the corn, they did not
Hooker moved ou Tuendsy afternoon at fonr, cross. | wop to think that their ummunition waa veurly goue,
tog the creek at a ford above the bridge und woll to the | they wers there to win that field and they waon it
fght, without opposition, Frontiog south-west Lin | The Rebel line for the pecond time fled through the
Yine advasnced not quits on the Rebel flenk but over- |comn and into the wonds, I eannot tell how fuw
lapping and threntoning it. Tamiog off from the |of Hartsofl's brigude were left when the work wae
roud after paisiey the itrenm, be sent forward cavalry | done, bot it wae dose,  There was no more gailant,
ekirmiehers sruight jnto the woods und over the | de teriined, herdie lighting in all thia despernte duy.
Beolds beyond. Rebel pickets withdrew slowly be- | Gen, Hartufl is very severly woundod, but 1 do not
fore them, firing seatteriog and larmless ghots. | beliove he counta bin sucoenn too doarly purchused.
Turuing sguin w the left, the cavalry went down oa | The crisie of the Gght at this point had arrived;
“_g'l'ﬂ flank, eoming suddenly close to & battery | Ricketw's division, vainly endeavoring 0 udvance,
which met them with unexpected grupe nod canis- [und exhaosted by the effort, bad fullen back. Fart
ser, It peing the natwe of cavalry to seiire be- | of Magaield's corps wae ordered i to belr relief,

et where ubrigads lnd bees,

Finng ut et in volleys, they flred il
with wonderful rapldity sud effoct. The whols

| sitick un the Rebel Joft,

| further. Closing np their shattered lines, they came |

It was fourd that the bullst bad passed complately | pect every moment au attuck, sud to bold wich, if
throngh hisfout, The surgeon who exaumived it ou | the enewy sgaln bronght up reserves, would take his |
the spot could give no opinion whether bones were | best energies mnd beet troops. Bnt the lang strife, the
| broken, but it wis afterward ascertaiued that though | beavy losses, incesannt fighting over the same ground
lyrazed they were not fractured. Of eourse the | repestedly lost mud won inch by inch, and more than

severity of the wonnd made @ imposeible for bim to | all, pesiaps, the fear of Bamside on the left and
| keep the field which bio believed ulrendy won, # far | Porter in front, beld the ensmy in ebeck, For two
|ue it belongad to hiti to winit. It was nine o'clock. | or turee hours there wis & lull even iu the cannon-
The fight bud been furious since five, A large purt | ade on the right which Litherto bad been incessint.
of bis command was broken, bat with bis right still| McClallan had been over on the fleld after Bumner's
untouched aud with Crawford's sod  Gordon's| repulee, but Lisd speedily retnrned to bis headquar- |
brigedes just np, above all, with the advance of the ' ters. Sumper ngain sent word that ho waa able to |

' with chieers, with & regiment ulready on the edge of | corpa.
the woods b wanted, he might well leave the fleld, | Meantime where waa Burnside, and what was ho
thicking the battle wus won—that Aa baitle wae doing ! Qo the right where I Lad spent the day |
weon, for 1 am writing, of ceurse, ouly sloul the until two o'clock, bittle was knowa of the general |
| fortunee of the Geld, Wo had beard Porters guna |
I wo no renson why 1 ebould disguise 1wy sdmis | in the center, but notbing from Hurnside on the left. |
ration of Gen. Hooker's bravery and suldierly ubility. | The distasee was too crest io distinguish the sonud |
Remuining vearly all the moming on the right, I of bia arillery from Porter's left, There wes no
eou'd not balp seing the magacity and prowptacse of | immediate prospect of more fighting on the right, and |
Lis maoenvers, how completely bis troops were! 1 left the field whish il day long hed soen the |
kept in hund, how devotedly they trueted to Lim, | most obstinate eontest of the war, and rode over to
Low keen was bis inaight into the buttle; how every | MeClellaa's beadquarters.  The diflerent hattlo-
opportunity was seized and every reverse wus felds were shut ont from each others view, but all
checked sud turned into snother success, [ say this | partiaily visible from the central hill whieh General
the more tureservedly, becsuse I have no personal | McClellan bud oceupied dusing the day. DBut 1 was
relation whatevor with Lim, never saw bim tll the | more than ever impreseed on roturning wilh the
duy before the fight, and doa’t like Lis politics or | completely docvitful appearance of the grouud the
opmions in gepersl.  Dut what are politics in sock a| Kebels bind cboven when viewed from the frout,
Lmtile 1 | Hooker's and Bummer's struggle bad been carried
Suwmner arrived just ss Hooker was leaviog, and onover an nueven wnd wooded sutfiucs, their own
nseamed commnnud, Crawford and Gordon bad gone | line of battle extevding in & semi-irele not lees thua
into the woods, snd were hoiding them stoutly & mile and u balf, Porbaps o better votion of their
agninst Lonvy odde. Al rode over toward the lefi | position cun be got by cousidering thniz right, center
1 met Snmuer at the head of bis column wdvanciog | wd left aa furming three gidos of # square. 8o loug
rapidly throngh the timber, opposite the point where | therefure wa either wing wes driven bk, the ceuter
Cruseford was phting. The vetersn Genern was rid- | becnme exposod o & very dangerons enfllading firo, |
ing wlone iuthe forest fur whead of hin leadiogbrignde, | and the farther the conter wina advanced the woise |
bes bt off, Lis wray hair sud beo 1 and musoscl e off it was, anless the lives on ita side nod rear were |
srangely contrusting with the fire in bis eyesnnd fiemly bold,  This formation resnlted origivally from
Lis turtinl air, me hio burried on w where the bullew | the effusie of the enemy to turn both flacks.  Jocker, |

| were thickest. !

| at the very outsot, threw his column ko far into the |

Kediwick's division was in sdvanes, moving for- | center of the Rebel lines that they were ecompelledto |
wuid w sopport Crawlord wod Gerdon,  Kebel ro- | threaten him on the tlauk 1o secare ticir own couter. |
enforvementa wore approaching also, nud the strug- |  Nothing of ull this was perceptible from the hills |
wlo fur the rowds wis again to be renewod, Sumoer | in front. Some directious of the Lebel lines bLad)
sent forward two divisions, Richartson and Freneh, | been disclosed by the smokae of their guns, but the !
o the left, Sedgwick moving in column of divie- | whole interior furmation of the country beyood the |
| fons throngh the woods in rear, deployed und udvanced | hilla was complewely concealed. When hlt‘CInllou
iulive over the corn-field. There wus 8 broad io- | arrunged bis order of battle, it must have boen upon
terval Lotween him nud the rearest division, spd he | information, or have bueen left to bis corps and \!j\m»:
| suw thut if the Rebel line were complete bis owu jon commandar to discover for thewarlves. *
| divislon wae in immediate dunger of being flunked. | Up to 3 o'clock Burnside had wude little progreas. |
Dt bis orders were to advance, and those ure the | Hlie sttuck on the bridge hud been successful, bnt|
orders which a sollier—nand Sedgwick in every inch | the debiy kad Leen co grest that to tho obeerver it
a soldier—loves Lest to Lear. appenred aa if MeClelluv's plaos wmust have breu |

To extend kis own front s far ge possible, he or- | serionely disarmoged. 1t is impossille pot to sups |
dered the 34th New-York to wove by the left flunk, | pose that the sttacks on right and left were meant in |

The maneuver was sttongted underw firs of the
groatest iutennity, and the regiment broke. At the
sntne moment tLe enemy, perceiving their advantage,
came round on that flank. Crawford was oblived
to give on the right, aud bis troopa poaring ia con
| fuslon through the ranks of Bedgwick's ndvance
| brigade, threw it into dirorder and back on the sec
ond und third lines. The enemy advaueed, their fire
increasing.

Qen. S dgwicl was throe times wounded, in the
shoulder, leg sud wrist but Le persisied o remuin.

Jing on the fleid ro lung ae there wis u chance of |

| enving it. 1lis AdjL-Geo., Mujor Sedgw ik, bravely

allyfng and teying o reform the troops, wae shot
through the Lody, the bullet lodging in the spine,
and foll from hie horss. Sovers s the wound i it

in prolably not mortal,  Liout Howe, of Gen, Sedys |

"wick's stuff, endeavorcd vainly to mlly the Sk
| New-Yi
atund, TInlf their ofilcers were killed or wounded
their colom ot Lo priscos, the Color-Sorgeant killed,
every one of tae colur-gunnd wounded, Ouly thisty-
| two wers alterward got togother.
| Tl 1tk Missuchusetts went into aetion with 17
| officers aud neady 600 mon. Nino officcrs were
| kitied or wonnded, and some of the latler nee prison-
11.-:'«. Capt. Simons, Capt. Sapuder of the Shuarp-
shooters, Livute Derby, and
kiflod,  Cupt. Darlott and Capt. Jocelyn, Lieat
{ 8purr, Lieut. Gale, sud Lieut. Bradley are wonnded,
| One hundred and thirty-four men were theonly rem-
{ pent that could ba collected of this splendid gl
'nn»m.
| tien. Dana was wonnded,  Gen. Hownrd, who
took command of the division siter Gen. Sedgwick
was digabled, exerted Bimeelf to restore order; but
Uit conld not be done siere,  Cen. Bumuer ordered
| the line to be reformed under fire.  The test wia Lo
severe for volunteer truops under such 8 fire. Buni-
uer himsell nttempted to arest the disorder, but 1o
little purpose. Lieut.-Col, Revere and Cupt. Au-
donried of bia sall were wonnded severely, but not
dangerously. It was imposeible to bold thie position.
Gen. Sumner withdrew the division Lo the rear, and
cnce more ibe corn-feld was abandoned o

wemy,

th, They were badly eut up and would not |

Licut. Derry wre|

& meanre tocorrespond, for otherwine the encimy
' ed ealy to repel Hooker on the one hand, thea |
| tpanefor Lin troope, and hurl ther seainst Burnsdde,

Heve won the differance botweon Smith nod Burn- |
The forwer did bis work at ovee, aud logt all !
all whom he lost utall; |
anotiviely in '-n!cr:
.-:l.l.I

|
| wiile.

liiw men b once—that i,
Burteilo secms to Lave stacked
1o onve bis men, snd sending successively insuliic
forcos ugninat & potition of strength, distiibuted Lis |
L iosmover n grvater poriod of time, but yat list noue |
tin bes in e end, |
Finally, st 4 o'cloek, McClollan gent pironlne
| peoum orders to Darnside snd Frankliog to the :’-u-!
wer o advance and curry the batteries in bis front |
at wl herurds and oy cost; to the latter to earyy
e woode next in front of him to' the night, wlich
' thie Rebels still Leld., Tho order to Frankling how. |
D ever, wia procticslly eonutermmnded, in ooseequences
of u messagn from Clen. Bumser thit if Fianklio
1 on gl was repulsed, lie own corps was ot |

| wen

l yoi suliciently reorginizal 1o ba o petided ot us &
REFVEe. J

| Fravklin, thereopon, was directed to run no rinh |

| of lordng Lis precent position, and, ustesd of sendivg

hin infantry into the woods, contooted Limsell with |
advineing bis batteries over the breadth of the G h!ni
i frot, supporiog them with heavy o utons &l jv-
fantry, and attacking with epergy tho el |
His tuovorent was & |

! butteries |
| i diutely oppesed to bin
cees, 0o fur ad it went, the batterios midot
ir pew gronmd, and seosibly affoctig the stosdi-|

alingy |

L
the
||r-.n of the Rebel fire, That being ouco secom-
{ all hasard of the right being u-:.i-.||

| phished, o
been vispelled, the movauient vl |

foreed back having
| Burnside became wr once thie LurE g it of succeEn,
| il the fute ol the duy depended on tim,

How extrmordinnry the
Judped from & woment's counideration of the facts. |
1t s nuderstood that from the outret Buornnble's
attack was expected to be decisive, oa it certainly

were piven (o Burnshle for the decigive wovement
of the duy.

Erill more unfortanate in its resul's wus the total
fuiluro of these sepurate attacks on the right and
left W sutain, or in any mauner co-operate with
ench other, Burmeide besitated for hours in front
of the bridge which should have been earried st
ouce by coup de main. Meantime Hooker bud
been fightiog for fonr bours with various fortune,
Lut final spuccere.  Buraner hnd eome up too late to
join in the decisive attuck which his earlicr arrival
would probubly have eonverted into u cowplets sue-
cess; aud Franklin reachied the scene ouly when
Sumuer had been repulsed. Irolably before bis
arrival the Rebels bad trunsferred a considerable
number of troops to their right to meet the witack
of Boruside, the direction of which was then sus-
pected or developsd.

Attacking firet with ope regiwent, then with two,
and delaying both for artillery, Burnside was not
over the bridge before 2 o'cluck—perbapa not il 3.
He ndvanced alowly up the elopea in Lis front, bis
batteries in rear covering, Lo some extent, the move-
wents of the infuntry, A desperate fight wan going
on in & deep ravine on his right, the Rebel batterics
were in full play und, spparcutly, very sannying
and destrnetive, wbile heavy columns of Relel
troops were plainly visible, ndvuncing us if careless
of concenlment, along the road and over the bills in
the dircction of Durnside’s forece, It wae at this
point of time that McClellan renthimthe order above
given,

Buroeide cbeyad it moet gallantly. Getting hia
tioops well in lLaud, and eending s portion of his
wriillery to the frout, Lie advanced them with rpidity
and the most determined vigor, struight up the hill
in frout, on top of which the Rebels had maintuined
thelr most dangerous battery. Toe movement was
in pluin view of McClellan's position, and ua Frank-
lin, on the other side sent bin bLutteries into the fleid
about the same time, the battle seemed to open in ull
directions with greater getivity than ever.

The fight in the ravine woa in fuil progress, the
battories which Porter wupported wers finug with
pew vigor, Frunklin wus blizing away on the right,
undeveryhill-top, ridge and woodsalong the whole lipe
wue erested and vuiled with white clouds of rmoke,
All day bad been clear and bright since the early
elondy morning, and now this wlole msgnificent,
unequaled scene shone with the splendor of an after-
noon Septewber sun,  Foar miles of Luttle, its glory
all visible, ite borrors all vailed, the fute of the
Republie hanging on the hourecould any oue be
inscusible of its gravdeur.

There are two bills on the left of the road, the
furthest the lowest. The Kebels bave batteries on
both, Burpside in ordercd to carry the nearest W
him, which is the forthest from the road. His gooe
opening first from this mew poeition in front, son
entirely controlled and silenced tiecuemy s urtillery.
The infuntry came on &t once, woving rapidly uud
steadily up lovg dark lines, and browd, dark masses,

| being plainly vieible without @ glusa aa they moved

over the green hill-side.

The uext moment the road in which the Rebel
battery wus planted was canopied with elouds of
dust gwiftly descending into the valley. Underneath
was a tumult of wagons, guns, borees, and men fly-
ing nt speed down tie road, Dlae (ashes of smoke
burst now and then among them, a borse or & man
or half dozen went down, and then the whirlwind
awept on.

The bill was earried, but couM it be hell? The
Rebeol columns, befors seen moving to the lefi, in
creased their pace. The guos, ou the hill ubove,
sent an aogry tempest of ehiell down ameng Baro-
side's guns and men. e lad formed his eolumne
apparently io the noar angles of two felds bordering
the rond—bigh ground sbout thew everywhere
except in rear.

1 another moment a Rebel battle-line appears on
the brow of the ridge above them, moves swifily
down in the most perfect order, and thongl met by
inconsant dislnrges of wasketry, of which we plain-

ly see the flushee, does notfive a gnn.  White spaces |

show where mea are falling, Lut they ciose vp in-
stantly, nod still the line ndvn ces.  The brigados of
Rarnside are in heavy column: they will not give
wiv beforo s bayonet charge in lHue. The Rebels
think twice before they dush into these Louti'e rasses,

There ian bult, the Rebel left gives way wnd scat-
ters over the field, tle rost stand fust and fire, More
infaniry eomes np, Burmeide s outaumlered;
flinked, compelled to yield the Dill he 1ok s
bravely. His position ia no longer one of attack;
b defends himself with unfaltering frmucss, but be
sends o McClellan for help,  MeClellan's o'ass for |
the last balf hour Las seidom been tcrued away |
from the left,

He sees clearly enongh that Burosida is pressed—
needs no messenger to tell bim that.  His face grows
darker with anxions thought, Leoking down into
the valley where 15,000 troops are Iving, Le turme a
half-questioning look on Fitz John Porter, who
stands by his side, gravely seanning the field. They
are Porter's troape below, sre fresh and only impa-
tient to slire in this fight, But Porter slowly shakes
his bead, and one may believe that the same thonght
it pussing through the minds of both genesals:
 They arotheonly reserves of the aruy; they cannot

e apared,’”

McClellan remounts ki boswe, aud with Porter
and & doren cfecrs of his statl rides away to the
1eft in Duroelde’s direction.  Sylkes mects them on
the rosd—n good soblier, whose opinion is worth
taking, The three Guuerals talic briefly rogether.
It is cosy 10 see thut the moment bas come when
everst mny turn on one onfer given or with-
held, when the bistery of the batile is only ta be
weitten in thoughs and purposes and worda of the
Genurul,

But'd s wessenper rides np.  His message is,
‘1 want trwops and guns.  1f you do not send them
1 canuot bold my position for half an bour.” Me-
Clellog's only snewer for the moment is u glence at
the westirn sky. Then bo tmine and speaks very
slowly: * Tell Gen, Burnside that this s the battle
of the war, e et bold bie ground ull dark st any
cost, 1 will send hiva Millers battery. I ean do
pothing mare, T hawve no infantry.” Then usthe
wencenger was riding awasy ho callod bim back,
 Tell bim if o canset bold his ground, then the
bridioe, to the lust maun '—idwaya the bridge ! —11 the
hiri Ao be Joet, ol is lost,”

e sun is already down; not half-an-hour of duy-
Bebt e doft, il Burnside’'s mossege camo it bad
peciued pluin to every ose thut the butle could not
b fuished to-duy,  None suspected how near was
the per'l of dofent, of sndden attick oo exhavatad
furecs—how vital to the aufery of the army and the
nution were those Qfteen thouand weiiing troops of

| Fitz John Porterinthe hollow, Datthe Rebe's linlted

fnstend of pushing on, theie vindictive eannonade
divd wwny s the light faded. Before it was quite

Dbk the baitle wia over, Only & solitary gun of

Burnside’s thundered against the eneiny, aud pre-

witiation waa oy be| sently this alio ccased, and the field was still.

The peril cnme very near, but it hus passed, end
in wpite of the peril, at tha elose (ke day was partly
8 muccess—mot A vietory, but an sdvantage had bheen

st biave been if things weut well elocwhere, il | gined.  Iooker, Sumner, and Franklin held ull the
if Lo succeedad in establishisg Limself on the Sharpe | ground they bad guined, snd Burnside still held the

burg road in the Kebel raar.
Yet Hooker, and Bumver, and F
Mansfield were all pent to the right thres mllea

awsy, while Porter seems t0 have dune deuble duty | reason why

Uridge and bis position beyond. Everything vas

klin, and | favorable for n renewal of the fight in the morning.

If the plan of the buttle is sound, there is overy

m* postpone the Laitle Lo awais bia re-enforce-

The Rebels may choose o retire while It is possi-
ble. Fitigue on both sldes wight delay the deeiding
tattle, yet if the enemy wmeans to fight st all, be
caonot afford to delay. IMis re-enforcements may
be evmning, his losees are enormons, His troops have
Leen masoed in woods and bellows, where
bias bad its most tarrilic effect, Ours bave been de-
ployed and seattered.  From infantry fire thore is
lons diffcianca,

1t §s hard 1o estimate ) s on & field of meh ez
went, Lut I think ours cannot be less than six theus
sand kilied and woonded—it may be rmuch greates,
Prisoners bave been taken from the enemy~I hoar
of argiment captured entire, but I doubtit. All
tbe prizovers whom [ saw agree in saying that their
whole army is there,

Concert of Mr. Theodore Thomar

Frving Hall baa been for more than two month
under the hands of Italiun freseo painters,
en entirely new and brilliae puioting.  Allegor
ladies aud gentlemen, and medallions, in all the mes
cessary chromatios figure in elegant profudon
thronghout ita interior. 'The rear wall bas been
deprived of its angles,and two proscenium boxes
sdorn it. The wall itself iy sconieally illnstated
with architectural paiutings, which give the effest
of greater depth to the room. Altogether the deco-
rations are most succesafully made, and add to the
attiactions of the ball

Mr. Theodore Thomas is very ardent andiberal
in giving good concerts, Not only bas hea eapital
orhestra of 60 performers, but a barpl, planist,
and vocalist, for bis fifty cent entertaloment. Tl
symphony performed of C. P. Emannel Bach, of the
most gified whole family of musicians who eve
lived, aud son of the great Sebustian Buch, wab
composed in the blessed A, D year 1776. A vener
able old composition of an Allegre, Largo, sad
Presto—snd  the model Haydn loved, nod
which has come down to this dap
only eomewhat exiended by oth.r compoeers.
Thoss amatenrs who would know how really fresh
the ideas of this cowposer are, notwithstinding
their uge, have only to consult the Félis edition of
hie piano works; and they will acknowledge ust
strong, brave men | v d hefore Agumempon.

The next orchestral piece was ‘ne of the facomr
parable overtures of Voo Weber, the beaatiful,
noble, fiery Oberon. The music of Meyerde-r's
Strucnsee whs prosented, orchesral and voeah
Purta of itare rather heavy, but others inspirit'og
sud grard snd wortky of the composer. The new
comyosition of Anber, the Landon Crystal Polace
“ Insuguration March in the form of an overiure”
is & dusbing composition fur » man of nearly eighty;
for so wenersble ia the composer of the immorts!
Masanicllo. Tt contsins & elow movement, chiefly
fur brass iustraments; then a regular allegro wih
first and second themes: and a thunderiog finale.

Mudame D’Angri suog * Ak mon fils" from the
Prophet of Meyerbesr, and the Elena Waliz, with
tempestuons appleuse, and received full excores fa
both.

Mr. William Mason played in & masterly manner,
s piano *branscription” of Meyerbeer's Schiller
March—a massive and effective work; alio, & new
and brillisat Concart Gullop of bis own.

The eoucert gave great sutisfaction, and js most
creditable to the enterprise of tho leader of the
orchestra, Mr. Thomas.

CITY ITEMS.

————
The Academy of Music, with Miss Clarlotte Pattl
a8 prima donna, will open on Monday evening,
Cuexonss Ganpey,—Tha performanes this ever.
ing 5t Nixon's Cramorne Gurden will be for the bsn-
efit of the emuloyees of the estud istment. * The
Freuch 8py” will be repeated, with the Chinesr
peutomime of ** Kim-Ka.”

—_—

New-Yonx Haxxonte Socixry,—It is snnonneed
thet the regular rehcareals of this Bociety will be
reanmed next Monday evening, at No. 288 Fourh
avenue. Handel's ** Meesial” will be firet takon vp.

Hprrigeantilil

Wikter Garpex,—" Macbeth” will be repeated
Luis evenivg for sbe lust time d:mng Miss Datemas's

sugugrmeut.
—_—————

Cestiat Park Coxcrnr,—The Commiesiovers
annonsen that there will be music st Lhe Covual
Purk this afterucon, as usual.

- -

B. F. W idden of New Hampahire, Unitsd Stales
Commissioner snd Congul-Geveral to Hayti, will
sail in the steamer Talizman from s eity for Pad
uu Priuce to-duy.

-

L. Stimson, stationer, publishes on our sixth page
to-day a curions sdvertirement, wkich can be o & %
for preservation and use in the fumily eirele axd
camp, ue it forms 8 perfoct checker-bourd.

i

Marrs vor Eraors.~The mails eloss this mom-

ing at 10§ o'clock,
—

Agrirterat Lisse.~Dr, E. D. Hodson, formerly
of the thim of Palmer & Co., s now engnged on bis
own neconnt io the manofucture of mitificial fimbs,
and hos established an office and maunfuctory in
Clinton Hall, Astor Place.  Dr. H. bas made great
improvements in artificiul legs and nrms, s Dumerons
\etiers and cartificates from his putients attert,  One
of bis patients, who bad the misfortune to Jose bolh
legs by ueeident, has bad them repluced by ariificial
uties, upon which be teavels duily without inconve
pience 14 miles, going to and rewurning from kis

work.
— - - ——

Ax Arrzat.--The Hospital Committos of the
¥oung Mews' Clrtetlan Amvciatlon reaew tisle sppeal foa
volunteor night watghars for the soldiam hospitals Io thle elty.
The field of operations havle g become greatly sxtended by the
large accenstona of sick and wounded soldiers, maay move
witehers ure veedol, and all who can are lavited lo vuils in
tho good work,  Jaes 3, Steasus, No 108 Brosdway, Chale-
wan of the Commition, u}_.'ll n:rl.u wawos, ka.

[Advertisement.]
GuaJau-WALLAIL

The Grost Turkish Exbilsrust snd Nervine, Parfoct and
b atens sobstibabe for Luquo s, S klog Upluia, ane Silase
lanta—prodacioe & gaothe, apr e glowniion of apirits,
witiaot any teastlon whatever, Cures slmostinitanta: couss
Nervoswst W osskuossss, Uojrosion of Spiia, Rhesmsbe,
Ealpiatlon of denrt. Put oy bn elegant goid, sitver, fver
and eatin bones, 23 cents each ; & poxes, fu L urkish secien, .
Linaiense quantitles salilog,  Agencles wanled eveiywisrs.
8.4 by Diogglea thpon-u'ln Americs, ScniT & (o
(chemiats), Now S0l aod &id Broadway, N. ¥. y

< e

dvartl L.,
a'r ::“ﬁ.‘]awn'l Musrem

A
GiAND (GALA S.*
M:..J n.--‘;.‘;‘ll.l on. Tu-mu.;:l.ln of the
perfovnmnee of the new draws, 1
of Tasten,” tlils aftarunon and, evecing, and tee Lhose v
A ot Tk of which Have bever beisre
roou in the world

-

[_lelnrt!r:‘wnu

CapTrs py ViSrre— ort ,

Prioross i piig teken dally sl Fama's (late l.ool o), cewand

heantl o wstiery, No. 701 Boosdway. Openathig loowe o8
e fiek Hour—easy of mocess t:_lM aged aud icdrm.

[.l.iurllnlraul.']
« [ Want To BE HEALTHY, WEALTHY,

wp Happr."=A Phrenuloghoal
:‘:.:II:-‘L Aol o 3 Broadway, will revesl your
i BOW Lo 0OTTRCh ;b..._,-_,oa:u_j-au aud bow Lo ue
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McClellan should win it. He may
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